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                Between the Civil War (1861-65) and World War I (1914-18), writes Diana Rebekkah Paulin in Imperfect Unions: Staging Miscegenation in U.S. Drama and Fiction, “Americans … literally could not stop writing about—and talking about, and enacting—the union between black and white” in fiction and theater. Paulin asserts that such literary and dramatic works telescope how “racialized citizenship and national identity formation … coalesced” in this period (x). Positioning Imperfect Unions within evolving critical conversations about writing, race, and nation, Paulin outlines her book’s central focus and questions in the introduction: 
Rather than remaining hidden, this great American fear [of black-white unions] was actually paraded and spectacularized in public sites. Rather than being relegated to the realm of the invisible, black-white relations were continually staged. Why, so to speak, all the drama? Why the consistent production—and from available historical evidence, the eager consumption by the masses—of something that deeply unsettled so many Americans? (xii)

 Paulin explores and complicates these questions by analyzing works by Dion Boucicault (The Octoroon, 1859), Louisa May Alcott (“M. L.” and “My Contraband,” 1863), Bartley Campbell (The White Slave, 1882), William Dean Howells (An Imperative Duty, 1892), Charles W. Chesnutt (The Marrow of Tradition, 1901), Pauline Hopkins (Winona, 1902-03), Thomas Dixon, Jr. (The Clansman, 1905), Bob Cole and J. Rosamond Johnson (The Red Moon, 1908), and James Weldon Johnson (The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, 1912). Paulin’s clear and thorough introduction sets the stage, as it were, for the interdisciplinary work of Imperfect Unions.    
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